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Department of Biology

Course and Instructor Information
Biology 4970F/G: Independent Study in Biology 2023/2024

Course Coordinator: Prof. Greg Thorn, Undergraduate Associate Chair, BGS 3047
(rgthorn@uwo.ca)

Course Assistant
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Students should check OWL (http://owl.uwo.ca) on a regular basis for news and updates. This
is the primary method by which information will be disseminated to all students in the class.
Students are responsible for checking OWL on a regular basis.

If students need assistance, they can seek support on the OWL Help page. Alternatively, they
can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk. They can be contacted by phone at
519-661-3800 or ext. 83800.

Students must use their Western (@uwo.ca) email addresses when contacting their supervisors,
advisors, course coordinator and course assistant.

Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox are the preferred browsers to optimally use OWL; update
your browsers frequently.

EDI statement


http://owl.uwo.ca/
https://indigenous.uwo.ca/
https://communications.uwo.ca/comms/land-acknowledgement/

adjunct faculty member of the Department of Biology, the Advisor must be a regular Faculty
Member of the Department of Biology. Once a student has found a supervisor, they must
complete a project registration form, available on OWL.

Contingency plan for an in-person class pivoting to 100% online learning

In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course
delivery moving away from face-to-face interaction, all research projects will have to adhere to
the SOPS of the Biology department regarding access to research laboratories. The grading
scheme will not change.

Course Materials
All Independent Study projects require the following mandatory components:
a written proposal,
conducting the proposed work,
meeting with the Supervisor on a regular basis,
presentation of findings at a presentation session, and
5. submission of a final report
Every single component of this course is required to pass the course

PoONE

Proposal — 20%

The written proposal is assessed by the supervisor and the advisor to ensure it meets
expected departmental standards. Only the advisor assigns a mark to the proposal, which is
worth 20% of the grade. Due 5 Oct by 5:00 pm, on OWL.

Guidelines for Research-based Proposals
The proposal must be 5-8 pages in length and include:
1. apreliminary literature review that frames the hypothesis understudy,
2.







Supervisor
Supervisors can only be faculty members from the Department of Biology.

Supervisors of student projects are expected to:
1. arrange for the appropriate infrastructure and direction for the proposed work,
2.



Written assignments will be submitted to Turnitin (statement in policies below); students will
have 2 submissions to Turnitin prior to the final deadline. Rubrics will be used to evaluate
assessments and will be posted with the instructions.
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Note: missed work can only be excused through the mechanisms above. Being asked not to
attend an in-person course requirement due to potential COVID-19 symptoms is not sufficient
on its own.

Accommodation and Accessibility

Religious Accommodation

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence
from the University or prohibits certain activities, students should request accommodation for
their absence in writing at least two weeks prior to the holiday to the course instructor and/or
the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of Registration. Please consult University's
list of recognized religious holidays (updated annually) at

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
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plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

Professionalism & Privacy:
Western students are expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct. Additionally, the
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more. Individual support is offered throughout the Fall/Winter terms in the drop-in Learning
Help Centre, and year-round through individual counselling.

Western University is committed to a thriving campus as we deliver our courses in the mixed
model of both virtual and face-to-face formats. We encourage you to check out the Digital
Student Experience website to manage your academics and well-being:
https://www.uwo.ca/se/digital/

Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC, https://westernusc.ca/services/

Table 1. Schedule of Dates for Biology 4970F, 2023.

Classes begin: 7 September
Fall Reading Week: 30 October to 5 November 2023
Classes end: 8 December

Date Task

By 15 Sept. | Meet with Supervisor to organize project, arrange Advisor (and co-supervisor

or earlier if needed), and start working on research proposal, complete and submit
Project Registration form on OWL if not done yet (at bottom of Course
Content page)

By 29 Sept. | Meeting should be arranged with supervisor and advisor to briefly discuss
project. Complete Project Approval form available on OWL and upload in
your DropBox on OWL

By 5 Oct. Written research proposals are due for evaluation by the Advisor — also need to
be provided to supervisor and submitted on owl. Guidelines for a Preparing
Biology 4970F/G Research Proposals are available on OWL
Grade by Advisor due by 19 Oct.

By 17 Nov. | Experimental or research work completed

(the earlier

the better!)

Week of 4 | Oral presentation, TBA

Dec.

8 Dec. THESIS DUE. Submit on OWL and provide to advisor and supervisor.
Guidelines for preparing a Biology 4970F/G Thesis are available on OWL.
Grade by advisor and supervisor due 22 Dec.
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